
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
Riverside Township School District 

112 E Washington Street 
Riverside, NJ 08075 

 

Dear Riverside School Community,     March 4, 2020 

Last night I participated in a conference call briefing with Governor Philip Murphy, NJDOH 

Commissioner Judith Persichilli, State Epidemiologist Dr. Tina Tan and Commissioner of Education 

Lamont O. Repollet, Ed.D. The purpose of the call was to provide us with an update on New Jersey’s 

efforts in response to the Coronavirus outbreak.  

As you are probably aware, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is monitoring the spread of the 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), a flu-like disease. The CDC has issued a recommendation to stay 

informed as this virus has the potential to spread. 

COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a novel (new) virus, and we are learning more about it every 

day. There is currently no vaccine to protect against COVID-19. At this point, the best way to prevent 

infection is to avoid being exposed to the virus that causes it. Stopping transmission (spread) of the virus 

through everyday practices is the best way to keep people healthy. More information on COVID-19 is 

available here at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

Governor Murphy stressed the importance of preparing but not panicking. He and his experts emphasized 

that the best thing for us to do right now is to apply simple measures to prevent viral transmission. The 

following are everyday disease prevention strategies: 

 If you are sick, stay home from school/work. 

 Avoid close contact with those who are already sick. 

 Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing with a tissue or the crook of your arm. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer (60% or greater) if 

soap and water are not available. 

 Avoid touching eyes, nose, or mouth. 

For additional information about coronavirus, please visit the following website: New Jersey Department 

of Health: https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml 

In the interim, Riverside Township Public Schools will continue to closely monitor official 

communications regarding this health issue. As a protective measure, we are maintaining a rigorous daily 

cleaning regimen at our schools. Schools play an important role in slowing the spread of diseases to help 

ensure students have safe and healthy learning environments. 

Governor Murphy and the Commissioner of Education will continue to communicate with us as more 

information becomes available. We in turn will share this information with our families and staff.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robin A. Ehrich 

Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml

